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BESSE CALLS FOR IMMEDIATE EXPANSION OF MEDICAID COVERAGE  
TO BENEFIT 13,000 FORSYTH COUNTY RESIDENTS WITHOUT INSURANCE 

WINSTON-SALEM—Dan Besse, Winston-Salem City Council Member and 
Democratic nominee for NC House District 75, called today for the immediate 
expansion of Medicaid in North Carolina, as authorized and funded through the 
Affordable Care Act. 

“Why are our state legislators continuing to reject the over $2 billion in federal 
funds available each year for Medicaid expansion, leaving more than 400,000 
North Carolinians without health care coverage?” he asked.  

“It is unconscionable for any Forsyth County legislator to deliberately strand 
13,000 Forsyth residents with no health insurance coverage by rejecting federal 
assistance for expanding Medicaid,” said Besse.  “Every year that inhumane 
decision is allowed to stand, we lose more people to untreated complications of 
diabetes and untreated breast cancer.  More working people without health 
insurance lose their jobs because they become too sick to work.” 

“More than one out five Forsyth County women of childbearing age (18—44) 
lack health insurance.  This lack of insurance also puts them at increased risk of 
having a premature or underweight baby.  Expansion of Medicaid coverage will 
help reduce fetal and infant mortality in our county.”  

“Health studies suggest that between 11 and 29 Forsyth residents will die this 
year because they lacked health insurance that they could have had if 
Medicaid expansion wasn’t blocked by the state legislature.” 

In addition to the health costs of failing to expand Medicaid, Forsyth County also 
pays a heavy cost in lost jobs and economic growth as a result of the state 
legislature’s refusal to allow Medicaid expansion: 
--Jobs:  1,074 fewer jobs created in 2016 and 2,058 fewer created in 2020 
--Economic Growth:  $773.2 million in lost economic growth 2016-20 
--Lost Business Activity:  $1.2 billion in lost county business activity 2016-20 
--Revenue:  $7.8 million in lost Forsyth County tax revenues 2016-20 
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